MARYLHURST UNIVERSITY SYLLABUS
Human Sciences Department


Course Number:		SOC 350 A
Course Title:			Sociological Imagination
Term/Year:			Winter 2012
Credits:			3 undergraduate credits
Date/Time:			Mondays; 1/7 – 3/24; (6:00pm – 9:30 p.m.) Instructor:			Kate Burrows, M.A.
Contact Info:			kburrows@sociology.rutgers.edu


I.   COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course in American modern social theory aims to acquaint students with some of the major social thinkers whose sociological imagination and ideas enhanced our understanding of everyday experiences, interactions between individuals, and the impact of social groups on individuals.  Other goals are to understand American political and social history since World War II, how America changed and the dynamics of these changes, how individuals become social beings, how they know how to conduct their daily lives, and the hidden controls by large organizations of individuals.  Meets Learning Outcome HCC1. 


EXTENDED COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course investigates the influence of society and history on individuals, by exploring personal experiences which result from social change and conflict, and the action taken by individuals to cope with and/or overcome them.  The focus is on the work of W.E.B. Du Bois, an early African-American sociologist whose inquiry into Black society is still current;  C.Wright Mills whose rich analyses of contemporary American society inspired many social thinkers;  Erving Goffman’s examination of strategies individuals employ in their social behavior under varying conditions;  and Berger and Luckman's theory of social constructionism and the idea that reality is socially constructed.  This course meets Human Community Liberal Arts Core Outcome.


III. PREREQUISITES, HELPFUL KNOWLEDGE, AND SKILLS

SOC 201 or equivalent is most useful for understanding of the theories examined in this course. A good background in writing well-developed and well-argued essays which are well-documented, and grammatically correct will be most helpful.  Commitment to becoming familiar with the course's reading material prior to class meetings is essential.

IV. LEARNING OUTCOMES
Meets Liberal Arts Core (LAC) Outcome: HCC1 – “Describe how human identity and experience is embedded in and shaped by multilayered social, cultural, and environmental contexts.”    

At the end of the course students should:

1. understand theories about the functioning of the United States political system; 

2. analyze the impact of social institutions on the individual's development;

3. apply the findings of sociological theories to personal experience and evaluate
      these theories on the basis of personal experience;

4. describe how self and subjectivity are constructed by social and cultural factors;

5. demonstrate  an understanding of some of the influential theories of American
      sociology in mid-century, their key concepts, and principles;

6. be able to relate the theories offered by individual sociologists to the intellectual
      milieu in which they lived and worked, as well as the links between existing social
      conditions and theoretical orientations; 

7. analyze how individuals learn to be social beings, how they make sense of social 
      interactions in everyday life, and the connection between individual and society; 

8. have an appreciation for the sociological imagination and for the sociological   perspective as an explanatory and a critical discipline.

V.   METHODOLOGY

The class will be structured like a seminar in order to promote active participation by the students.  To facilitate this process, material will be presented through lectures followed by class discussion.  Students will, therefore, be expected to be prepared for each session by reading assigned material and summarizing it in writing prior to class meetings.

VI.  RESOURCES  

    REQUIRED TEXTS: 
			The Social Construction of Reality. Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann. Anchor Books. 0385058985
		
			The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life. Ervingh Goffman. Penguin Books. 0140135715

			The Sociological Imagination. C. Wright Mills. Oxford Press. 0195133730
			Society and It's Discontents. Sigmund Freud.
VII.    EVALUATION AND GRADING

Embedded assessment of performance in this course will be based on the following:

1) Active participation in class, including regular attendance and participation in class discussions. 

2)  Short 3-5 typewritten pages of summary, evaluation and reflection on the weekly readings, due at the beginning of class meetings discussing the specific assignment. Each such paper will count as 10 points toward the final grade.  

Final grades will be based on the above and weighted as follows for a total of 100 points: 

                                        Class Participation                  20 points
                                        Short Reflection Papers          80 points
                                        (Each paper worth 10 points)
                                        
Written material is expected to be coherent, well-developed, well argued, well-documented, and free of grammatical and spelling errors

VIII.    TOPICAL COURSE OUTLINE

The development of self and how the self is constituted through reflection on own actions and reactions of others.

Knowledge, ideas and the way we think are rooted in the society in which we live and its value system.

Individuals’ interactions are based on understanding the meanings of remarks and actions of others, so that they can fit their actions and mesh their behaviors with them.

The ways individuals chose to present themselves in a variety of social situations, and how “total” institutions (mental hospitals, prisons, the military, etc.) control individuals.

Social interaction is based on taken-for-granted knowledge – acquired by individuals through socialization – about the appropriate behaviors in various social situations.

In American society, power is located in corporate, military, and executive decision-making structures and not in democratic institutions.

Advanced industrial societies are dominated by “technological rationality,” resulting in conformist individualism, while dissent is co-opted. 

8.    The existence of a "double-consciousness" for African-Americans based on their
       experiences in American society.

              
IX. READING ASSIGNMENTS

                 TEXTS:   Du Bois:    Dissertation (handout)

                                 Goffman:  The presentation of self in everyday life

                                 Mills:        The Sociological Imagination
                     
                                 Berger & Luckmann: The Social Construction of Reality

		         Freud: Society and it's Disconents
		

1/7     -   Introduction
1/14	- Mills. Pages 3-75
1/21	- MIlls. Pages 76-118
1/28	- Goffman. Pages 1-1105
2/4	- Goffman. Pages 106-167
2/11	-  Goffman. Pages 167-256
2/18	-  Berger & Luckmann. 1-46
2/25	- Berger & Luckmann. 47-128
3/4	- Berger & Luckmann 129-190
3/11	- Du Bois Handout
3/18	- Freud. TBA
3/24	-  Freud TBA (no paper)
 


X.  UNIVERSITY POLICIES

Marylhurst Writing Standards: Writing is one of the central activities through which students learn, communicate, and demonstrate learning. Academic writing differs from other forms of writing in that it usually:
is appropriately narrow in focus, 
presents an argument based on sound critical thinking, 
draws upon and properly acknowledges the work of others, and 
presents new understanding in an organized fashion. 
Unless otherwise indicated by the instructor, all writing in Marylhurst University classes, from electronic bulletin boards, to personal essays, to formal research papers, will be evaluated on the basis of Standard American English, quality, creativity, effectiveness of argumentation and reasoning, and accuracy of information.  In addition, academic writing will be evaluated on the selection and use of appropriate supporting material.   

Documentation Style: Any information not original to the student must be cited in a recognized format—for example, APA, MLA, or Chicago—appropriate to the academic discipline.  

Preventing Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty that occurs when a student uses information or material from outside sources without proper citation. Plagiarism is grounds for disciplinary action at Marylhurst.  It is a student's responsibility to understand plagiarism and its consequences.  Students should consult their instructor, their department chair, the Writing Center, or staff at Shoen Library if they have any 
questions about preventing plagiarism. Plagiarism occurs if:
1.	The student doesn’t cite quotations and/or attribute borrowed ideas.
2.	The student fails to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks.
3.	The student doesn’t write summaries and paraphrases in his/her own words and/or doesn’t document his/her source.
4.	The student turns in work created by another person (e.g., another student, downloaded from the internet, etc.).

Students who submit or use their own prior work for a current course or work from one current course in another course without express permission from their professors may also be guilty of academic dishonesty.

Consequences: If it is determined that a student has plagiarized or engaged in other forms of academic dishonesty, the student will likely fail the assignment and possibly the course, despite points earned through other work. Acts of academic dishonesty are reviewed for disciplinary action by the Vice President for Academic Affairs.  Engaging in plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty can result in dismissal from the University.  For additional information, see “Academic Honesty” in the 2007-08 Marylhurst Catalog and “Conduct Code” in the Student Handbook. 


Writing Resources: Marylhurst’s undergraduate and graduate programs have adopted a writing handbook, Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference, 6th Edition, to help students develop their writing skills. The handbook can be accessed online at http://dianahacker.com/writersref/ or is available in the Marylhurst bookstore.   Writing help is also available at the Marylhurst Writing Center that is located in the Shoen Library.  Call for an appointment, 503.699.6277 or email writing@marylhurst.edu

Student Rights and Responsibilities: All members of the Marylhurst community are expected to act in ways that foster the university’s primary function of education.  Conduct that interferes with this educational responsibility will be dealt with directly.
Please refer to the Marylhurst University Student Handbook, for specific information about student rights and responsibilities, as well as the policies and procedures. The Handbook is available online at: www.marylhurst.edu/studenthandbook 

For further information contact the Office of the Provost at 503.534.4056 or provost@marylhurst.edu. 

Need For Accommodations: Students who experience disabilities are encouraged to contact the Coordinator of Accessibility and Disability Services at 503.636.8141, ext. 3344; 1.800.634.9982, ext. 3344;  TTY 503.699.6301; or email adaservices@marylhurst.edu for assistance in requesting classroom accommodations. 

- IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING ACADEMIC POLICIES -

Course Completion 
Students are expected to complete all courses for which they register. 
 
Dropping a Course: Students may drop a course without penalty until the published add/drop deadline. 
 
Withdrawal From A Course: Students who encounter unexpected difficulties after the add/drop deadline may officially withdraw from the course through the Office of the Registrar through the last scheduled class meeting (or last class date for online courses) as per the Schedule of Courses.  
 
Incomplete: An Incomplete (I) grade may be granted at the discretion of the instructor when:
1.	No more formal instruction is needed; 
2.	At least 75% of the coursework (e.g., assignments, class participation) has been completed; and
3.	The quality of work has been satisfactory; but
4.	Some coursework cannot be completed before the grading deadline due to illness or unexpected circumstances beyond the student’s control.
The Incomplete is granted for a period of one academic term. 
For more information on course completion and other academic policies, see www.marylhurst.edu/registrar/policies.php or the Marylhurst University Catalog.

