Marylhurst University  Human Sciences Department

Course Name:		Society Becomes Visible Course Number:	SOC 341A Term/Year:		FALL-2012/13 Credits:		3 credits Meetings:		Tuesdays; 9/25-12/4; 6:30-9:15pm 
Instructor:		Kate Burrows
Contact Info:		kburrows@sociology.rutgers.edu  or Phone: 732-425-6506
Location		ADM 301, next to Weigand recital hall in BP John

Term starts September 24th. Our first meeting will be on September 25, 2012. 

Course Description: This course examines the intellectual movement that led to the discovery of the social world with its large and small institutions and the resulting monumental shift in perspective about human behavior.  We explore the works of Weber, who analyzed large organizations and historical change and the interaction between religious beliefs and economic life; Durkheim, who showed how social forces influence the behavior of individuals, and explained the sanctity of social life; Marx, whose vision of society and history inspired generations of thinkers and activists; and Simmel, whose particular perspective on the life of the modern individual is central to sociological understanding. 

Extended Course Description: This upper division course in social theory aims to acquaint students with the major sociological thinkers of the 19th and early 20th centuries, who grappled with new phenomena, which today we call “modernity.”  Their analyses led them to think differently about human behavior and to discover “society.”  The purpose of their theoretical analyses was to throw light on social issues in the complex, confusing, and dynamic emergent modern world around them.  The sociology which they created seeks to describe how this new society is organized, how it functions, and how individuals fit into it.  We will study their theories which explain how individuals are integrated into modern society, and offer other useful and interesting sociological insights into our contemporary everyday behavior. The focus of the course, then, is on the profound problems of the modern world, alternate solutions and explanations, and possible futures. Because the course is the first in a sequence of three social theory courses, and as such lays the foundation for the study of later social thinkers, it offers an essential basis for an understanding of contemporary social thought and issues

Learning Outcomes: This course meets the following Learning Outcomes:

Meets Liberal Arts Core (LAC) Outcome: HCCI - describe how human identity and experience is embedded in and shaped by multilayered social, cultural, and environmental contexts

Other Learning Outcomes:
HS1.	Develop a basic understanding of the historical and philosophical origins of the Human Sciences.

S1.	Develop and practice “sociological imagination” informed by a critical understanding of the interactions between individuals and historical, cultural, and social forces.

Course Specific Outcomes:
1. develop a basic understanding of sociology as a science;

2. understand change over time through an historical analysis of social, cultural, and economic
     	 trends and dynamics;

3.  analyze the impact of social institutions  and change on individuals and society;

 4. know the major theories of Durkheim, Marx, Weber, and Simmel;
   
5. be able to relate theories offered by individual sociologists and the intellectual milieu in which they lived and worked, and the links between existing social conditions and theoretical analyses; 

6. distinguish between functionalism/structuralism and conflict theories;

 7. explain how an individual is integrated into society; 

8. comprehend the problems of industrialization and modernization addressed by social thinkers; 

 9. analyze how everyday behavior is rooted in social organization;

10. have an appreciation for the sociological perspective both as an explanatory and a 
       	libratory discipline.

PREREQUISITES, HELPFUL KNOWLEDGE, AND SKILLS

A requirement for this course is SOC 201 or equivalent.  A good background in writing well-developed and well-argued essays which are well-documented, and grammatically correct will be most helpful.  Commitment to becoming familiar with the course's reading material prior to class meetings is essential

METHODOLOGY

The class will be structured like a seminar in order to promote active participation by the students.  To facilitate this process, material will be presented through informal lectures followed by class discussion.  Students will, therefore, be expected to be prepared for each session by reading assigned material and summarizing it in writing prior to class meetings.


Texts: All texts can be purchased from the Marylhurst bookstore, or from Amazon or Half.com.

Bottomore, T. B. & Rubel M. (1964).  Karl Marx: Selected Writing in                        
                                   Sociology and Social Philosophy. New York: McGraw Hill.
                                   
                  Durkheim, E. (1997). Suicide.  New York: The Free Press. 

                  Weber, M and Talcott Parsons (2010). The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism,
Create Space
.                            
                   Kurt W. Wolff  K.W.(ed.)(1964). The Sociology of Georg Simmel. 
                                   New York: The Free Press.  

Assessment and Evaluation: 

Embedded assessment of performance in this course will be based on the following:

1) Active participation in class, including regular attendance and participation in class discussions. 

2)  Short 3-4 typewritten pages of summary and reflection on the weekly readings, due at the beginning of class meetings, discussing the specific assignment fully.  Each such paper will count as 8 points toward the final grade.  


Final grades will be based on the above and weighted as follows for a total of 100 points: 

                                        Class Participation                20 points
                                        Short Reflection Papers        80 points
                                        (each paper worth 8  points)

Written material is expected to be coherent, well-developed, well argued, well-documented, and free of grammatical and spelling errors.  To achieve this goal students should make use of assistance offered through the Writing Center.  I will also be glad to give feedback on drafts.

IMPORTANT:  Plagiarized material will not receive credit and will result in failure in the course.

Teaching Philosophy and Methodology: I believe that learning is best accomplished by a combination of reading, writing and doing. While it’s hard to “do” theory, the assignments try to accomplish the goal of encouraging you to think critically and in a new way about theory. 

Course Outline: 


TEXTS: Durkheim,  Suicide 

               Marx,          Karl Marx: Selected Writings in Sociology & Social Philosophy 

               Simmel,       The Sociology of Georg Simmel    

               Weber,        The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism

 
10/2    	-      Weber:  10 – 17 and  61 – 105. 

10/9     -      Weber:  pages 106 – 159

10/16     -      Durkheim:  pages 41-53, 57-81

10/23     -      Durkheim:   pages 145-241

10/30     -        Durkheim:  241-294, 297-325

11/6     -      Marx:  pages 1 - 124.

11/13     -      Marx:  pages 127 - 202.

11/20      -     Simmel:  3 – 84, 118 – 169.

11/27      -       Simmel:  pages 170 – 177, 307 – 401

12/4	-       Simmel:  pages 402-424

About the Instructor: I am a Ph.D candidate at Rutgers University. I received my MA from Rutgers in 2010, and I did my undergraduate work at Marylhurst. My work focuses on the intersection between the “normal” and technology, and how bodily technologies mediate the “normal.” My dissertation work focuses on the deaf population and deaf assistive devices. I have also written and published two papers about the expanding diagnosis of bipolar disorder. I have also published a paper on genital cancers, and have also published a paper about butch and femme gay men and their dating preferences. I am married and enjoy biking, hiking, and cooking.



Marylhurst Writing Standards: Writing is one of the central activities through which students learn, communicate, and demonstrate learning. Academic writing differs from other forms of writing in that it usually:
is appropriately narrow in focus, 
presents an argument based on sound critical thinking, 
draws upon and properly acknowledges the work of others, and 
presents new understanding in an organized fashion. 
Unless otherwise indicated by the instructor, all writing in Marylhurst University classes, from electronic bulletin boards, to personal essays, to formal research papers, will be evaluated on the basis of Standard American English, quality, creativity, effectiveness of argumentation and reasoning, and accuracy of information.  In addition, academic writing will be evaluated on the selection and use of appropriate supporting material.   

Documentation Style: Any information not original to the student must be cited in a recognized format—for example, APA, MLA, or Chicago—appropriate to the academic discipline.  

Preventing Plagiarism:  Plagiarism is a form of academic dishonesty that occurs when a student uses information or material from outside sources without proper citation. Plagiarism is grounds for disciplinary action at Marylhurst.  It is a student's responsibility to understand plagiarism and its consequences.  Students should consult their instructor, their department chair, the Writing Center, or staff at Shoen Library if they have any questions about preventing plagiarism. Plagiarism occurs if:
 
1.	The student doesn’t cite quotations and/or attribute borrowed ideas.
2.	The student fails to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks.
3.	The student doesn’t write summaries and paraphrases in his/her own words and/or doesn’t document his/her source.
4.	The student turns in work created by another person (e.g., another student, downloaded from the internet, etc.).

Students who submit or use their own prior work for a current course or work from one current course in another course without express permission from their professors may also be guilty of academic dishonesty.

Consequences: If it is determined that a student has plagiarized or engaged in other forms of academic dishonesty, the student will likely fail the assignment and possibly the course, despite points earned through other work. Acts of academic dishonesty are reviewed for disciplinary action by the Vice President for Academic Affairs.  Engaging in plagiarism and other forms of academic dishonesty can result in dismissal from the University.  For additional information, see “Academic Honesty” in the 2007-08 Marylhurst Catalog and “Conduct Code” in the Student Handbook. 

Writing Resources: Marylhurst’s undergraduate and graduate programs have adopted a writing handbook, Diana Hacker’s A Writer’s Reference, 6th Edition, to help students develop their writing skills. The handbook can be accessed online at http://dianahacker.com/writersref/ or is available in the Marylhurst bookstore.   Writing help is also available at the Marylhurst Writing Center that is located in the Shoen Library.  Call for an appointment, 503.699.6277 or email writing@marylhurst.edu

Student Rights and Responsibilities: All members of the Marylhurst community are expected to act in ways that foster the university’s primary function of education.  Conduct that interferes with this educational responsibility will be dealt with directly.

Please refer to the Marylhurst University Student Handbook, for specific information about student rights and responsibilities, as well as the policies and procedures. The Handbook is available online at: www.marylhurst.edu/studenthandbook 

For further information contact the Office of the Provost at 503.534.4056 or provost@marylhurst.edu. 

Need For Accommodations: Students who experience disabilities are encouraged to contact the Coordinator of Accessibility and Disability Services at 503.636.8141, ext. 3344; 1.800.634.9982, ext. 3344;  TTY 503.699.6301; or email adaservices@marylhurst.edu for assistance in requesting classroom accommodations. 

- IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING ACADEMIC POLICIES - 

Course Completion 
Students are expected to complete all courses for which they register. 
 
Dropping a Course: Students may drop a course without penalty until the published add/drop deadline. 
 
Withdrawal From A Course: Students who encounter unexpected difficulties after the add/drop deadline may officially withdraw from the course through the Office of the Registrar through the last scheduled class meeting (or last class date for online courses) as per the Schedule of Courses.  
 
Incomplete: An Incomplete (I) grade may be granted at the discretion of the instructor when:
1.	No more formal instruction is needed; 
2.	At least 75% of the coursework (e.g., assignments, class participation) has been completed; and
3.	The quality of work has been satisfactory; but
4.	Some coursework cannot be completed before the grading deadline due to illness or unexpected circumstances beyond the student’s control.
The Incomplete is granted for a period of one academic term. 
 
For more information on course completion and other academic policies, see www.marylhurst.edu/registrar/policies.php or the Marylhurst University Catalog. 



